NOBEL

As this letter indicates, Alfred Nobel was then in the United
States, whither lie had gone from England in April, 1866, His
letters show that the disasters profoundly moved him, but he lost
neither his courage nor his faith in the future of his inventions and
their great possibilities for mankind. In spite of all his business
worries, his disputes over patents, and the accumulating diffi-
culties of all kinds, he concentrated ail his inventive gifts upon the
problem of discovering a means of finding a safe method of trans-
porting nitre-glycerine. At first he believed that he hud found a
satisfactory solution by adding a non-explosive solvent such as
methyl alcohol (wood spirit). If this substance was added in
sufficient quantity, the nitro-glyetTino was, in Nobel's opinion,
rendered sufficiently insensitive for the mixture to be transported
without danger. It was possible to eliminate the wood spirit
before use by putting the mixture into water, in which wood spirit
readily dissolves, while nitroglycerine) will not, so that by this
means the consumer could acquire the explosive oil without danger.
The addition of wood spirit would also have the advantage of
preventing the nitre-glycerine from free/Jug while being trans-
ported or warehoused. The application for a Swedish patent
covering this process was sent from New York and dated the soth
May, 1866, the patent being granted on the ist October of that
year.

By that time, however, Nobel had already discovered another
and more practical solution of his difficulty, which was to induce
the absorption of nitro-glycerine by a solid substance, and thereby
make it available for use in a less dangerous and more practical
form.

This idea is already adumbrated in his earlier patents of 1863
and 1864, in which the absorption of mtro-glycerine by porous
substances such as charcoal is mentioned, or its mixture with
powdery or fibrous substances, such as gunpowder, guncotton
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